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PRIV Y-COUNCIL. 


_ Hay it pleaſe Tour Grace, 
Ho it be Provyer- 
vial, That Arts 
A-3 are 


o 


ſighted Judges; becauſe 


The Epiſtle 


are happy, when exam1- 


ned by True Artiſts ; yet, 


we muſt confteſs, 'tis 
 fomernmes no ſmall dil- 


adyantage to undergo 
the Cenſure of clear- 


nothing can. eſcape 
their all-ſeeing Eyes, 
and the Artificer him- 


Flt, with Ins Work, 


ſtands or falls by their 
Verdict. Nevertheleſs, 
I am notin the leaſt ap- 
prehenſive of Your Gra- 
ces Cenſure, tho fully 

pet. 


Deaiatory. 


perſwaded You are a 
Great Maſter 1n the Arc 
of Divine Converſe : be- 
cauſe Your piercing Eye 
ſhall diſcover nothing 
in this ſmall Treatiſe, 
that already Youarenat 
acquainted with, and. 
undoubtedly practuſe 
daily, in the midſt of 
Your moſt ſerious Af- 
fairs : So I may fay, You 
ſhall meet here with no- 
thing elſe buta Copy of 
Your Great Selt,tho 1m- 
perfect, and far ſhort of 

A4 che. 


The Epiſtle 
rhe Original. This Trea- 
tiſe then 1s indeed as a 


New-Tears-Gift,but not 
New to Tour Grace: Tt 


points out an caſte Me- 


thod of Conyerſing up- 
on all Occaſions with 


made much eafier to 
Imitation, by the live- 
If Examples of Your 
eminent \Piety and 
Learning, I muſt in this 
Conjuncture, diſcover 
ingenuouſly to Nour 
Grace the moſt ſincere 

| Sentuments 


God; but the fame 1s 
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Deaicatory. 


Sentiments of my 
Heart, that. I rejoyce 
more than Ican expreſs; 
to become a Member 


of the Churchof Froland, 


 wherem I obſerve fo 


great Examples of fold 
Doctrine and Chriſtian 
Piety 3. which I ſee g0- 
verned by fo Loyal, fo 
Learned, ſo Charitable, 
ſo Zealous Prelates and 
Paſtors. I hate flattery; 
My Lord, Cane pejus © 
angue, above all things. 


I ſhall fay then, without 


A's... wt 


The Epiſile 
the leaſt exaggeration 
_ of the Truth, That we 
have no reaſon to ad- 
mire the prefent Glory 
of this Church, ſince 
we know the true Cau- | 
ſes thereof ; I mean our | 
Gracious Soveraign's 
moſt Wiſe and Peacable | 
Government, and Tor 
Graces emment Learn- 
ing, and Apoſtolick 
Zeal: By the former 
You area declared Ene- 
my againſt all Errours; ' 
by the latter, you op- | 

pote 


Deaiatory. 


poſe with the yigour of 
a Prinutive Prelate what- 
ever appears diforderly 
and ſinful. That you 
may continue this and 
the enſuing Years in a. 
tall Health, neceflary. to: 
ſuch glorious Enterpri- 
ſes, 1t ſhall be the hearty 
with of him him.who 1s, 


Tour Graces moſt Elumble 
aud moſt Obedient 


Servant, 


Dayid Abercromby: 
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10 FRE 


READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


Ooks are not to be 
valued by their 


Bulk, no more than Men.. 


This Treatiſe, tho of a 


ſmall Bulk, is preat in 


Subſtance : It contains 


an Artift in this Art, thou 


artnot aChriſtian,at leaft, 


u0t a perfet one, It ſhall 


7207 


the moſt Noble of all Arts, 
to wit, that of Divine. 
Converlſe. If thou be not 


To the Reader. 


not be inquired at the Laſt 


day , What progreſs thou 


haſt made in other Scien- 


ces, but how far thou haſt 
advanced in this. Leſt 
then thou be found guilty 


of wilful Ignorance, run 


over, or rather meditate 


frequently this enſuing 


Treatiſe: Tis plain,that 
the meaneſt Capacities 
may underſtand it ; "tis 


ſhort, and proportionable 
to the leiſure of the moſt 


buſied. 
Vale & fruere. 
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CHAP. I. 
That there is an Art of : 
Converſing with God, 


 N. Art being nothing: 
A. elſe but a multitude 
| Sf lnfalliblePrecepts, diredt- 


) 


" _— 
- 


(2) 
ing us Infallibly toan End, 
we could not at all, at leaſt 
not ſo eaſily, attain to with 
the ſole aid of our Innate 
Capacity ; 'tis clear, there 
1s an Art of Converſing that 
Invifble, Alk ſufficient, and 
All-Glorious Being we call 
God, ſince through the per- 
verſeneſs of our Corrupted 
Nature; we meet with ſuch 
obſtacles to this Bliſsful Con- 
verſation as could deprive 
us entirely of ſuch a great 
good, if we were not taught 
{ome Infallible Method, et 
ther to Shun, or Sur- 
mount 'em: There muſt then 
— be certain Rules given, and 
an Infallible Method point- 
ed out, whereby. we may 
YCIMOVE 


(3) 


remove whatever 1s capable 
to hinder or uneaſie our fa- 
muliar acceſs to God : For 
whatever eſteem we have 
for him, though we ac- 
knowledge him our Crea- 
tor, our Soveraign, our all; 
yet we are ſo bewitched 
with the Objects that ſtrike 
moſt our Senſes, that we 
ſcarce ever come near him 
by Prayer or Meditation , 
but with I know not what 
Relucancy, which if it 
were Invincible,would occa= 
ſion men to think Blaſphe- 
mouſly of Gods All-boun- 
tiful Providence, as ut 1t 
had not furniſhed them 
with means neceſſary to 


their attaining that _ 
c 


42 


he Created them for, which 
was no other but his own 
Glory, the ſole aim of all his 
Undertakings. 


CHAP. IL 


That God is Gloryfied by 
this Art, and in what 


z conſiſts. 


ee only has right to 
do nothing , but for 
his own Glory, becauſe of 
his Infinite Excellency, 
whoſe undoubted of Preroga- 


tive 15 to be 4/pha and Ome” | 
ga, | 


(5) 


ga, he beginning and end 
of all things: Though his 
other Creatures contribute 
not a little towards thus 
Deſign, yet I may fay, 
without ſcruple, none pro- 
motes it in ſo great a Mea- 
fure as Man does, whom 1t 
ſeems he has fram'd partt- 
cularly to his own Image 
_ Reſemblance for this 
nd. 


That we may underſtand 
how he performs this Du- 
ty, and Gloryfieth more his 
Maker, than all other 
Mute Creatures, *twill not 
be amiſs to decide clearly, 
what that is, which Men 
commonly call Glory, and ſo 
few comprehend :*'Tis defin'd 

vulgarly 


GE_ TS 


(6) 
yulgarly thus, Clara cum 
claude motitia; a diltin& 
knowledge, with praiſe of 
the. Perſon . we: intend to 
Gloryfie. This Notion de- 
clares ſufficiently, the Pro- 
perties. of that Glory one 
Man receives from another : 
For Men are Gloryfied to 
the ſatisfaction of Ambition 
it ſelfe, if we, convinc'd of 
their extraordinary merits; 
pay to them the due Ho- 
mage. of a proportionable 


Þ | - 


_ praiſe: Yet methinks t1s 

defeCtive by reſpect to God, 
whoſe Glory receives a 
greater encreaſe of luſtre 
by our Prayer than by our 
Praiſe : The former being. 
an Infaltible mark of our 
dependency 


T3 
dependency, not the'latter : 
this definition then ſhall be 


Compleat, if we conceive 1t 
1N theſe terms, Gloria eft clara 
cum laude & prece notitia « 


We Gloryfie God by a clear 
knowledge of his PerfeCti- 
ons, in that Degree it may be 


had here , with Praiſe and 
Eye”. 


The meer Speculative 
Knowledge of God contri- 
butes but little towards the 
increaſe of his Glory, for 
the Ancient Philoſophers 
were convincd of his og 
Infinitely Perfe& , Power- 
ful, and Wiſe, and yet Glo- 
ryfied him not as God, be- 
cauſe of their flight perfor- 
mance, or rather intire omil- 
{10n 


(8) 
ſion'both of Praiſe and Pray- 
er: They were not acquain- 
ted with this Art of Con- 
verſing Familiarly, their 
Soveraign Lord, by which 
only he is perfectly Glory- 
- fied in this life ; for we ne- 
| ver place him in that De- 

gree of Glory he deſerves, 
and we are capable of, un- 
leſs beſides a not ordinary 
knowledge of hisperfections, 
we break out both in Praiſe 
and Prayer, asking him, as 
All-Good , and Almighty, 
our needsSpiritual and Tem- 
poral ; and this we ſhall per- 
form with greater Facility 
than we can yet Imagine, if 
we are but once proficient 
in the Art of Converſing 
with 


—_— OS 


we 


(9) 
with him :; and ſuch we ſhall 
undoubtedly prove, it we 
refle& ſeriouſly on Four 
things. x. On the time he 
makes choice of, to ſpeak 
to us. 2. On theSubjett of 
his Speech. 3. On our in- 
diſpenſible Obligation to 
ſpeak to him. 4. In what 
manner we ought to acquit 
our ſelves of fo neceſſary a 
Duty. 
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(10) 


CHAP. IL 


| WhenGod ſpeaks to us. 


AJ\WO Perſons are ſaid 
Y toConverſe together, 


"when they ſpeak one with 


another; in the ſame Senſe 
we Converſe with that So- 
veraign Being, when he 


- vouchſafeth to ſpeak to us, 


and we are permitted to 


ſpeak our needs to him; 
and as in all Regular Con- 


verfation, while the one 
Diſcourſeth, the other with 


a reſpeQuous ſilence 1s at- 
rentive to his Diſcourſe, we 


mult 


(11) 


mult recolle& our ſelves, 
and hearken to his Oracles, 
leſt he addreſs to us his 


Speech, and we through a 
| Criminal diſreſpeCt, take no 
' notice thereof,or hear it not, 
| which would make us ac- 
countable to his Juſtice, as 
neglefting ſuch an unde- 
| ferv'd Favour, as is the op- 
| portunity, never perhaps to 
| return apain, of receivin 
from his All-hiberal hand, 
| what each one knows he 
/ moſt ſtands in need of. 
| Becauſe in a Familiar Con- 
verfation ſom are ſodiſtra&- 
ed with other thoughts, that 
they' muſt be told when 
they are ſpoken to; the 
ſame thing may happen in - 
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CHAP. Ill 
 WhenGod ſpeaks to us. 


AF\WO Perſons are ſaid 
_ JM toConverſe together, 
when they ſpeak one with 
another; in the ſame Senſe 
we Converſe with that So- 
veraign Being, when he 
vouchſafeth to ſpeak to us, 
and we are permitted to _ 
ſpeak our needs to him; 
and as in all Regular Con- 
verſation, while the one 
Diſcourſeth, the other with 
a reſpeQuous ſilence 1s at- 


tentive to his Diſcourſe, we 
mult 
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mult recolle& our ſelves, 
and hearken to his Oracles, 
leſt he addreſs to us his 


Speech, and we through a 
Criminal diſreſpeQt, take no 
notice thereof,or hear it nor, 
which would make us ac- 
countable to his Juſtice, as 
negletting ſuch an unde- 
ſerv'd Favour, as is the op- 
portunity, never perhaps to 
return again, of receivin 
from his All-liberal hand, 
what each one knows he 
moſt ſtands in need of. 
Becauſe in a Familiar Con- 
verſation ſom are ſodiſtraQ- 
ed with other thoughts, that 
they muſt be toſd when 
they are ſpoken to; the 
ſame thing may happen in 
| I our 


(12) 


our Caſe; Men. not refle&- 
ing on that Critical Minute 
God makes his Applcation 
to them; either becauſe. he 
15. Inviſible and -ſeldom 
thought on, or being too 
_ attentive _to the frequent 

ſuggeſtions of the: Fleſh , 
they liſten not to what con- 
cerns the Spirit : I ſhall 
therefore aſſume for thy Spi- 
ritual Intereſt, this Chari- 
_ table Office, and Advertiſe 
 thee,if perhaps thou be of this 
number, when particularly 
God ſpeaks to thy Heart, 
and when thou art 1ndiſpen- 
ſibly obliged to hear with 
an Attention ſuitable to the 
quality of ſuch a Speaker. 


| God 
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(299) 


God ſpeaketh to us, either 
immediately, or mediately ; 
immediately by Revelation; 
mediately , by Inſpiration ; 
the former is extraordinary, 
and granted to few, of this 
ſhall fay nothing ;. the lat- 
ter is ordinary, A and denied 
ro none; t conſiſts chiefly 
.\. in two things, in.the Illu- 

| mination of the Intelle&ive 
| Faculty, and Motionof the 
| AfﬀeCtive, I meanthe Will. 
Whenſoever. then God 
illuminates thy Underſtand- 
' Ing, or moves thy Will, he 
ſpeaks to. thee, and this he 
| does at every MOoment..,or 
_ i 1aft;, as often @s thou 

; 

| 
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but opens thy Eyes. to con- 
template his wonderful 
B 2 


Works : 


( 14 ) 


Works: He has no Tongue 
I know to ſpeak withal, but 
all is Creatures, how mute 
foever- they be, ſpeak his 
Mind in a moſt Eloquent 
and Intelligible manner to 
all fuch as make uſe of their 
diſcerning faculty. 
Run out then into the 
Fields, thou needs no other . 
Company there but God 
and thy ſelf to Converſe 
withall ; the vaſt extent of 
this Viſible World tells thee 
he is Immenſe., and with- | 
out either Compaſs or Mea- 
ſure; the Beauty of every | 
part thereof aſſureth us, that | 
what we admire ſo much, is | 
but a ſlight Repreſentation 
of that Subſtantial, Efſenti- | 


al, 
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(15) 
al, and Unparallable Beauty, 
never failing, but always 
ſubſiſting inand by itſelf:the 
confus'd language of a raging 
Sea,declares diſtin&ly the in- 
conceivable tury of his wrath 
againſt Sinners. The Earth, 
though bur a dull Maſs, in: 
formeth us of his Immutabi- 
lity ; the Air of his Subtilt- 
ty ; the Fire of his Activity 
_ the Heavens of his Glory ; 
the Stars and Planets, with 
as many Tongues as Beams, 
Preach his Magnificency ; 1n 
fine, a numberleſs number of 
his Creatures bear Teſtimo-- 
ny to-his Wiſdom by their 
Induſtry and Dexterity, and 
all ſound aloud rhe infinity of 


his Power, by their wonder- 
B3 ful. 


(16) 


ful paſſage from the dark 
Abyſs of nothing, to the 
clear light of Exiſtency, and 
his All- bountiful Providence, 
by the unweariea of Pro- 
tection of that being he has 
given them; can we think 
It then either hard of 1m- 
poilible to Coverlſe - with 
God, he is every where to 
be met withal, he 1s Viſible 
in every Corner of the 
World to a Man that hath 


Eyes, : 


Tupiter eſt quodcumgue vides, 


Fouls omnia plena. 


leſt we ſhould. be'dazeled 
with the Glory of his Ma- 
jeſty , he has. laid it” afide 
and hid himſelt in the mean- 

5 Ob i  -: 
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(17) 
eſt of his Creatures, but 
we ſhall eaſily diſcover him 
by ' the Rays of his God- 
head Gloriouſly ſhining in 
the loweſt Work of his 
Hands. 


Wh cn 
CHAP. TV. 
When God Speaks and 


Converſeth with us 
more particularly. 


"NY Od Converſeth with us 
in the foregoing man- 
ner, when he quickens our 
B 4 Under- 


(18) 


Underſtanding, in order to 
diſcover to us his wonderful 
pertections in the Works of 
ius Power - But there are 
two other noted times he 
ſpeaks to us more particular- 
Iy; to wit, Adverlity and 
Proigerity ; in time of Ad- 
verſity he puniſheth as a Fa- 
ther, in time of Proſperity {| 
he Careſleth as a Mother. | 
Theſe great Riches thou 
art polleiſed withal ſpeak 
diſtin&!y enough in his Fa- 
vour,tf thou haſt ſo much of 
Wit as to underſtand their 
Language; we are, ſay they, 
or rather God himſelf by 
their Mouths, Convincing 
Arguments of that Extream 
Care your Celeſital Father 
takes 


( 19.) 

takes to provide for your” 
Bodily wants, that you may 
with leſs diſturbance think. : 
only on what concerns your 
Souls; Remember always 
you are not; Proprietarys,. 
but mecr- economers, you 
are accountable for the good 
or ill uſe you make of us ta 
a Maſter extreamly rigorous, 
though juſt in the higheſt 
degree, by whom we are al- 
lowed to be the Inſtruments 
of your Beneficency , not 
of your Riots and Debau- 
caery : Forget never, you 
will certainly at the utmoſt 
leave us when Death comes, 
2nd we in all probability, 
as being mducement? to 
your daily Crimes, ſhall 

B Cx leave. 


(20) 


leave you before that time. 

Such 15 the mute Elo- 
quence of thar Gold, of that 
Silver , of thoſe Immenſe 
Treaſures thou heaps up 1n 
thy Coffers ſo Carefully ; 
bn perhaps they ſtand like 
a Wall betwixt thee and 


God, hindring thee to hear- 


ken to his Voice; well, he 
ſhall overthrow it, and take 
away theſe Riches that are 
the cauſe of thy Spiritual 
Deafneſs: Afﬀiction perhaps 
will givethee underſtanding, 
and make thee the more at- 
tentive to his Inſpirations. 
He was never more Fami- 


liarly converſant with 7os, 


' nor Job more attentive to 


- 
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bus Oracles, than upon the 
Dunghil, 
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thee, as with his dearly be- 


(21) 


Dunghil, and in his greateſt 
Miteries. 
Thou art then now for- 
faken by theſe Riches thou 
oloryed ſo much in, and 
truſted ſo much to; thy * 
Friends are no more, and 
the chief Props of thy for- 
mer Grandeur are over- 
thrown ; every; one ſhuns 
thy Company, as hoping no 
more the ſame advantage 
thereby now as formerly : 
But take Courage , God 
himſelf ſhall be;thy Com- 
panion,. and Converſe with 


loved Child : He will Diſ- 
courſe to thee in this Con- 
juncture particularly of the 


Vanity of whatever expects 
an 
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(24) | 
an end, as Riches, Honours,. 
Imployments, Pleaſures ; he 
will mind thee of thy Plea- 
dures,how they were /imul i 
ortn, ſimul in occaſu, ended in 
the very firſt moment of 
their being, as to that brutiſh 
datisfaction thou was ſo much 
taken with in their enjoy- 
ment,but ſtill perſevering in 
the trouble and ſting of thy 
Reſtleſs Conſcience. 
This is a Secret known 
only to the Spiritual and 
Diſcerning fort, that God 
would have us to Sptritua- 
Iize every thing, and Envi- 
ſage in'the meaneſt of his _ 
Creatures his higheſt Per- 
te&tions, the beſt attractives 
of our affections: He _ 


(2X) 

all Men to refle& feriouſly, 
he expreſleth- his. extreans 
love towards them, in a ſen- 
ſible tho diflerent maniner, 
no leſs when.Fortune ſmiles, 
yea perhaps more too than 
when it frowns. 

Take notice yet of ano- 
ther Chriſtian Truth,condu- 
cive 1n no ſmall meaſure to 
thy Spiritual proficiency, 
and my preſent Deſign: God 
ſpeaks to us-by all ſuch as. 
have Authority over us ; 
ſuch are Superiors either Ct- 
vil, or Eccleſtaſtick ; their: 
W1ll muſt be look'd upon as: 
his in all things not repug. 
nant to his writter Word,. 
infomuch, that if we reſiſt, 
un Lawfulthings, our _ 


(24) 


ful Superiours, we oppoſe 
not only them ,. but God 
himſelf, whoſe Lieutenants 
they are ; and as ſuch ought 


to be Reverenc'd by all their 


Subjeds : What they ſay in 
reference to our allegiance, 
we mult conceive to be ſaid 


Dy him, or by his Infpirati-- 


.on, whom they repreſent - 

__ Letall Inferiors then reflect, 
that God Converſeth with 
them, by theſe good In- 
ſtructions and ' wholeſom 
Advices they receive from 
ſuch as he has ſet over their 
Heads - If we but once ac- 
cuſtom our ſelves to take 
whatever happens to us here 
below in this Spiritual By- 
aſs, we have attained to an 
in- 
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(25) 
infallible Method how- to 
tind God every where, and 
Converſe with him inti- 


_ mately upon all occaſions. 


(26) 


EHAP. Y. | 
The SubjeStof Gods ſpeech. | 


T0 US. 


"HE Subject of Gods | 
- Speech to us is ever 
proportionable to- that De-. 
gree he has placd. us in in- 
this World, and is «s diffe- 
rent as our Imployments are 
here, and his Deſigns on us 
hereafter ; yet we may fay 
generally ,, his Converſe 
with us aims always at our 
greateſt perfe&tion; he will 
not have us to content our | 
ſelves: b 


(27) 


ſelves with an ordinary Vir- 
tue, becauſe he prepares us 
an extraordinary Reward ; 
in Contemplation whereof 
he ſtirs us up to great Enter- 
priſes for his Glory, to fight 
conſtantly againſt our three 
moſt dangerous Enemies, 
the Devil, the Fleſh, and the 
World ; he puts us in Mind 
to go on ſtoutly, and not 
to weary by the way in our 
Spiritual Progreſs ; for he 
would be highly offended, 
if we imagind any 7ropicts, 
or zo0n plus ultra, in the 
careerof perfection. 

But when we take a 
courſe contrary to his De- 
ſigns, and our own Spiritu- 
al Concerns., he Exhorts us 
to. 


( 28) 


to Repentance, and uſeth us, 

as an Expert Phyſician his 
Patient.: He Imploys firſt 
Lenitives, to cure the Ma- 
Iidies of our Souls; ſuch 
are ſometimes Riches, Ho- 
nour, Good oucceſs, Great 
Imploymengs, beſtowed of. 
ten on moſt. Undeſerving 
Perſons, 1n. aim only to gain 
by ſuch Favours their aftecti- 
ons ; but it they are not 
prevailed upon by ſuch l:- 
beral profuſions to acknow: 
ledge their. Benefactor, and 
their own unworthineſfs of 
his Benefits, the Diſtemper 
now being come to a great 
height, lic jhall have recourſe 
to the laſt and extream Re- 


medies, - he ſhall diſpoil us 
of 


(29) 
of theſe Riches, the only 
ſource of all our diſorders, 
abandon us to the wrath of 
thoſe we look upon as the 
chief upholders of our For- 
tunes, makeaway that wite, 
thoſe Children we love ſo 
dearly, deprive us of - that 
health ſo inſtrumental to 
our Debaucheries, that fo 
forſaken by all Earthly 
things, we may be forced 
to come back to him and 
our ſelves again. 

Thou could not hear his 
Voice in time of Proſperity, 
by reaſon of the Tumult of 
thy vaſt Retinue, of thy 
Numerous. and boiſterous 
Family, and continual D1- 
ſturbance of active and paſ- 

_ live 
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five Viſits; now all this 
paſt, and being now by 
a irtendly ſtroke from a- 
boye reduced to a mean 


kifure 1n a ſilent ſolitude to 
hearken to the leaſt of his 
whiſpers,and be more atten- 
tive to his Fatherly Inſtru- 
ctions, all tending to thy 
Spiritual Progreſs in the 
Career of erftion, 

' To come to Particulars, 
he ſpeaks to each one con- 
formably to that State of 
Lite he has called them to; 
he remembers Princes, they 
are not for themſelves, bur 
for the People ; they ought 
to look upon their Subjects 
as their Children, not as 

their 


condition, thou ſhalt have 


(hs). - 
their Slaves; that they muſt 
provide for their Temporal 
welfare, by Juſt Laws; and 
Eternal Intereſt, by not ſuf- 
fering any Crime they may 
hinder: He Exhorts again 
_ all Inferiors not to be defi- 
cient in any part of their 
Duty towards their Re- 
ſpetive Superiors, whom 
they -ought to reverence as 
his Vicegerents. 

His more Particular Con- 
verſe with us in private, 
aims always at the rooting 
out _ of that predominant 
Paſſion which influences 
Powerfully all our AQtions. 
Our Conſcience, or rather 
God, by and in it, tells us, 
that too inſatiable deſire of 

Riches 


[i223 


Riches overweighs our Poor 
Soul, and draws it down to 
Hell it ſelf, whither 'we are 
ready to go, if we thought 
to meet there with a Trea- 
ſure: If this' be' the Devil 


wreſtle him” out ' of Doors 
without reſpite, arid with all 
ſpeed. Another Sacrificeth 
all,' his Soul not excepted, 
to'Momentary and Brutith 
Pleaſures; 
whiſpering i in his Ears,' in all 


Idol of Pleafures he ' adores, 
isthe falſe Deity heimuſt Re-) 
nounce "too, if he'will ſhin 
his Eterhal 'Ruine* Others 


and 


thou art poſſeſſed withal, 
thou-art told [by the ſecret 
Voice © of: Inſpiration to 


but he hears God 


times, and in all places, the 


— 


he td 
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and thoſe too many, are 0- 
verpowered by that under- 
taking Pailion of Honour ; 
at this Goliah of Worldly 
Grandeur , ſuch ought to 
aim. continually, for it they 
are ſo happy :s to give him 
once a Mortal blow and o- 
verthrow him, *twill be eaſie 
to put all the reſt of the 
Philiſtims to tlght; I mean 
if once we extirpate our pre- 
dominant by the very Root, 
our other imperfections, its 
defective Ofisprings , ſhall 
never bide us a pull, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Our Indiſpenſible Obliga- 
tion to Speak and Con- 
verſe with God, 


Pon ſeveral accounts 

we are indiſpenſibly 
obliged to Speak and Con- 
verſe with that Soveraign 
Being we underſtand by this 
Word, God. 1. Becauſe 'tis 
_ it ſeems the very End he 
Created us for ; not that he 
had need of ours, or any 
other Creatures Company, 


but becauſe as he is une 
bs 
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ly good by-Nature, nothing 
can pleaſe him more, than 
to Communicate himſelf to 
whatever is capable of his 
Friendſhip. 2. Becauſe he is 
our Judge, and ſhall decide 
in laſt Inſtance of our happy 
or unhappy Eternity. Tho he 
be Infinitely Juſt and Rigo- 
rous beyond all Imagination; 
yet,he may be gaind in ſome 
manner as other - Judges, 
with Gifts, not of Gold or 
Silver, but of Praife and 
Prayer. 


Munera crede mihi placant 
Flomineſque Deoſque 
Placatuy donis Jupiter zp/e 
datis. | 


C What 


(36 ) 


What would be your opt- 
nion of a Man, .who would 
negleCt fo far his moſt im- 
portant Afairs, as never to 
recommend them to the 
Judge on whoſe only favour 
the good ſucceſs depends? 
Such an one, you ſay, hath 
not his Wits about him, as 
flighting his moſt material 
concerns, ex ore tuo te judice, 
yau have pronounced a- 
gainſt your ſelf with your 
own Mouth: The greateſt 


Commerce, and Confedera- 

cy , Peace and Wars, Oc. 

are but meer Trifles, and 

Childiſh Plays; there is.but 

one thing in the World I 

.can conceive, as as ia 
t 


| 


affairs of the World, of 


(37) 
the Name of Afﬀair, which 1s 
our Eternal happineſs: Are 
not we then in a fit of a not- 
ordinary folly, it we neglect 
2 buſineſs of this moment, or 
never own him from and by 


whom only we may ex- 
pe& the good ſucceſs there- 
of 2 


God is our Father : He 
has given us ſuch extraordi- 
nary marks of his love by 
' our Creation, Redemption, 
and Conſervation, that we 
are obligd leaſt we incur 
the guilt of an extream In- 
gratitude, to render him of- 
ten thanks for ſuch unde- 
ſerv'd and wonderful bene- 
fits; we are his Children, 
we ſtand in need of his Fa- 

C 2 | therly 
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therly protection againſt our 
Enemies, both Viſible and* 
Inviſible : He will ſupply 
ſufficiently all our wants, 
both Spiritual and Corpo- 
ral, bur we muſt pay to 
him firſt the due homage 
of a humble Prayer ; ſince 
we may procure. to our 
ſelves ſo great an advantage 
at ſo eaſy a rate, can we 
prudently neglect it 2 
\ God 1s our Phyſician ; 
whom we are concern'd to 

Conſult in all our Diſtem- 

pers both of Body and Soul. 
| That Patient deſires not to 
be cured, who never makes 
an overture of his Indiſpo- | 
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ſition to him that only is ' 
able to cure it, God, I con: | 
tels, 


(39) 
tels, underftands periectly 
our ſtrong and our Weak, 
the moſt ſecret and hidden 
Maladies of our Souls, but 
yet he will be told of thegn 
by us, as it he knew then 
not, thatat leaſt by that All- 
mover proper Intereſt we 
| may turn our ſelves often 
'_ to, and Converſe withi him, 
| which is undoubtedly the 
| greateſt happineſs we can at- 
tain to 1n this life, and as a 
| foretaſt of our Future Con- 
' verſation with that God of 
Majeſty, in the Splendour 
of hs Glory. 


CHAP. 


+ dk | 


(49) 


CHAP. VIL 


In what manner we ought 


to Converſe with God. 


Defign not in this 
place to write a Spt- 
ritual Treatife : There 
1s nothing more Com- 
mon 1n the Age we 
Live in, than Books of 
Inſtruction for ſuch as 
profeſs a not-ordinary 
Þery : incend only ts 
ſpeak 


(41) 
ſpeak home to the 
ſcope of this preſent 


Treatiſe, and to fet 


down an caſie and 
practicable Method to 
Converſe with God at 
all occaſions, for the ad- 
vancement of our Spi- 
ritual Concerns. 

It conſiſts chiefly 1n 
theſe three following 
Things ; in Knowledge, 
Praiſe, and Prayer. We 
Converſe with God by 
Knowledge, when we 
Meditate upon his 
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Wonderful Perte&tr- 
ons: By Praiſe, when 
we extol his Mercies : 
By Prayer, when we 
ask Iim our Needs. 
There is nothing here 
but may be calily per- 
formed by a Man of 
an ordinary Capacity. 
To atrcain to a ſufh- 
cient . Knowledge of 
Gods Infinite Pertecti- 
ons, we need not haye 
recourſe to the Abſtract 
and Metaphyſical Me- 
ditations of Diyines. 
Let 
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Let us but open our” 
Eyes and look about 
us, wherever we are, 
2nd we ſhall ſee them 
written with - ſenſible 
Characters in the Fore- 
heads of all his Crea- 
cures: His Infinite Wie 
dom a ſeeing man can- 
not but diſcover in the 
Beauty, Order , Har- 
mony and Structure of 
this Univerſe, and of 
himſelf as a wonder- 
tul Abridgement of all 
his Wor : We ſee 
C5 clearly 
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cleraly his Power,Good- 
neſs, and his other At- 
cributes in the Creation, 
and conitant Conſerva- 
tion of the yileſt Ob- 
jects our {1ght meets 
with : Let us then break 
out in Praiſe of his 
Glory, Power and 
Goodneſs, of his Innu- 
merable Mercies be- 
ſtowed upon us from 
the very moment of 
our Birth, yea and be- 
tore we opened our 


Eyes toſee the light of 
Heayen. Every 


"_—_ 


| —_ C —_—— 


(45) 

Every Creature may 
be to us an ample, 
ſubject to run out 1n 
Praiſe of, and Prayer to 
God: This 1s a great 
ſecret of the Spiritual 
Life, to - Diſcern and 
Spiritualize forthegood 
of our Souls, theſe ſen- 
ſ1ble Objects, which ſo. 
many miſuſe to their 
own Damnation : That 
Beauty thou. admures, 
betrays perhaps thy 
_ Seul to: a dangerous 
and reſtleſs Paſſzon, be- 


cauſe. 


(46) 
@auſe thou looks upon 
te enjoyment. thereof 


as thy Soveraign hap- 


pineſs; bur another 


clearcr ſighted than 
chou art, conſiders it 
only as an perfect 
Copy of that Original 
and never fading Beau- 
ty: And fo, what 1s a 


cauſe of {in to ſome, 1s. 


to others an occalion 


of Spiritual Proficiency : 
Thus Inſtance Inſtructs 
thee ſufficiently how to. 


nf1- 
ble 


paſs through the fe 


(47 ) 
ble Objects, to that In- 
viſible Being, wio 
Created them def1gned- 
ly for this end. 

[ ſhall'difcoyer as yet, 
three moſt important 
Practices, whereby we 
may attain un this life 
in the nudt of our 
greateſt Aﬀairs, to a 
not ordinary Intimacy 
and Umon with God. 
Firſt, It we are (o bulic 
that we can ſpare no ſet 
time for our Prayers, 
ie us Offer unto God, 


ad 


[| 
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as a Morning Sacrifice, 
all the Actions we ſhall 


tention, called com- 
monly by the Myſticks 


a virtual one, remains 


{till, tho not reflected 
. on, ſolong 'tis not 1n- 


terrupted by a ſinful 


Action, for ſuchan one 


cannot be of the num- 
ber of thoſe we preſent 
| God withal at our up- 
riſing; this Act Sancti- 
tyeth our moſt indifte- 
rent Actions, and makes 


do. that day: This In- 


thoſe 
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thoſe much more valu- 
able that are good by 
their own Nature: This 
Method of uniting our 
ſclves to God, 1s fo 
caſte, that none can be 
excuſed from practiſing 
it, The Ladics.. eat 
ſpend a part of the day 
In admiring that Beau- 
o which Nature gave 
them not, but the Art 
of Painting, may allow 
it. cafily one moment, 
whuch perhaps would be 
an occaſion to with- 

draw 


rent Actions, and makes 
thoſe 


(48) 
as a Morning Sacrifice, 
all the Actions we ſhall 
_ do. that day: This In- 
' tention, called com- 
monly by the Myſticks 


{ti]l, tho not. reflected 
on, ſolong 'tis not in- 


terrupted by a finful 
Action, for ſuchan one 


cannot be of the num- 


ber of thoſe we preſent 
_ . God withal at our up- 
"riſing ; this Act Sancti- 


tyech our moſt indifte- 


a virtual one, remains 


(49 ) 


thoſe much more valu- 
able that are good by 
their own Nature : This 
Mcthod of uniting our 
ſelves to God, 1s ſo 
calie, that none can be 
excuſed from practiſing 
in. The Ladies, an 
ſpend a part of the day 
In admiring that Beau- | 
o which Nature gave 
them not, but the Art 
of Painting, may allow 
it. cafily one moment, 
whuch perhaps would be 
an occaſion to with- 

draw 
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draw ſome ot them 
_ fromſpending fo much 
of their time fo 1dlely : 
» The Stateſmen , Law- 
2 Jers , and all ſuch as 
ave tew ſpare hours, 
from their own, and 
Publick Aftairs, may in 
che aforeſaid manner 
beas much Unied- to 
God, as ever the Anacho- 
rets of Egypt were n 

their {lent folitudes. 
The: fecond Method 
to Converſe with God 
im this life, and very 
/ oy PrOo- 
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proportionable to the 
weakneſsof our Nature, 
ſoon weary of deepand 
long Mcdiations, 1s 
that of frequent Ejacu- 
lations whereby in the 
very midit of our Mirth 
we may be ſeriouſly 
Converfſant with our 
Maker, by ſuddain and 
ſhort Acts of Love, 
Hope, Faith, Praiſe and 
Prayer ; and this wemay 
perform without alte- 
ring 1n the leaſt our Ex- 
terior Behaviour, which 

5 


(52) 
1s the fecureſt way ] 
know of trohonour God 
1n Spirit and Truth, and 
the remoteſt from all 
k danger of Hypocrifie. 
41 Tho I am well perſua- 


# s 
3 ded we are obhged to 
. do good, not only in 


1 the ſight of God, bur 
F alſo before Men, that 
ay they may be encou- 


raged and. edified by 


our good example. 


g There remains a 
Y third Practice, which if 
Y Men did refle& upon, 
1 would 


would render their 
Conyerſe with God 
caſlie and ſweet in the 
midſt of their greateſt 
diſturbances, it conliſts 
in taking whatever be- 
falls us from the hand 
of God, without accu- 
{1ng either our Enemies 
ora Frowning Fortune: 
For certain tis, Fortune 
1s but a Heathenth Dei- 
ty, and a meer Fiction, 
unleſs we thereby un- 
derſtand Gods Eternal 
Decree. Whenſoevyer 

then: 
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chen, for Inſtance, an 
Enemy wrongs you 1n 
your Repute , remem- 
ber he 1s the Inſtrument 
of a Jutt God, who 
Chaſtzeth thus thy Am- 
bition; fome ſuddain 
and unexpected acc1- 
dent makes away thy 
Children,cheyHusband, 
thy Wite, thy neareſt 
and deareſt Relations, 
thou muſt adore 1n all 
this his Divine Will, and 
impenetrable Deſigns: 
thou art diſpoleſt per- 
haps 


(55) 


haps of a Great Eſtate, 
Great Riches and Ho-, 
nours, by the oppreſſi- 
on and calumny of thy 
Enemnues; behave thy 
ſelt in this Conjuncture 
45a Chriſtian, acknow- 
ledgethe heavy hand of 
Godupon thee, without 
Railing againſt, or Re- 
venging thy ſelf upon 
tho who are the Exe- 
cutioners of his Juſtice, 


FINTS. 


